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CHANGES TO 
N.Z. TRIALS 
SERIES- 
NEW EVENT 
PLANNED 


By mutualagreement between the Ixion and Hawkes Say 
Clubs (sanctioned by the trials committee of the N.Z.A.C.U.) 
there has been an exchange of trials events. 


The Hawkes Bay club will 
now hold the sixth and final 
round of the national series 
during Labour weekend this 
October. 

The Ixion club will now 
be responsible for organising 
the first of a new type of 
trial to be held annually - 
the New Zealand Experts’. 

Trials spokesman for the 
Ixion club, Mike Harris, 
explained; “When the idea 
of a separate New Zealand 
Experts Trial was first moot- 
ed we gave the idea a lot of 
thought. It seemed to us 
that the first one of these 
trials should have a great 
deal of effort put into it so 
that from its initial success 
the following years’ trials 
would be keenly contested 
as premier events. 

CENTRAL 

While there isno doubt 
that there are many clubs 
throughout N.Z. perfectly 
capable of running this trial 
successfully we felt that a 
central location was vital for 
the first one, 

We already have a first 
class property in mind and 
over the next three months 
many appealing observed 
sections will be modified into 
classics of their type’. 

‘Asked what he thought 
the reaction would be by 
riders who may have planned 
to come to Wellington for 
the final round Mike com- 
mented. 

“Doubtless some riders, 
particularly in the South 
Island, will have to change 
their arrangements. After all 
they may have planned on 
the Wellington round as being 
their vital fourth trial in the 
six round series. In view of 
this the Ixion club will co- 
operate in every way possible 
to help with travel arrange- 
ments for South Island 
riders now wishing to trav- 
el to Hawkes Bay at Labour 
weekend, 

We're sure that his exch- 
ange of events between our- 
selves and Hawkes Bay will 
be regarded as being in the 
best interests of the sport, 


but there are bound to bea 
few moans, particularly 
from those who are not dir- 
ectly involved themselves, 
and we will just be as help- 
ful as we can.’” 


COMING UP 


In the next issue of NZMCN. 


getting fed up of hearing all the superlatives about Italian-bike 


handling? Ever ridden one? We recently spent a while with a Ducati 750 Sport so get ready for a few 


more superlatives in our next issue. Also......... 


Kevin McCleary is a big name in New Zealand motor cycling. 


You can read about KM Jnr, the national 125cc road race champion, in our next issue. 
Who do the Marlboro series promoters regard as our top 15 riders? Could be a few raised eyebrows 


here. 
and Hound. All in our next issue. 


ANNUAL EVENT 

The N.Z. Experts Trial will 
be an annual event held each 
year after the sixth round of 
the annual N.Z. Trials 
Championship Series, 

To qualify for the trial, 
entrants will have to have 
finished in the top 50% of 
the finishers in any one 


six of this issue. 


Plus two big off-road endurance events - the Giant Hare Scramble and the Woodhill Forest Hare 


Frank Haden (Yamaha TY 250) ploughs through a river crossing during the Ixion enduro. 
Part two of Bob Northrop’s account of the event, and the NZMCN team, is taken up on page 


round of the six round N.Z. 
Series. 

It is expected that, this 
year, about 50 to 60 riders 
will be eligible to contest the 
Experts Trial and probably 
up to forty will enter. 

Tentatively, the date set 
is November 16, but this has 
yet to be confirmed. 


Boote Second 


at Sandown 
Park 


[BY Rod Dew] 
Kiwi international John Boote [TZ750 Yamaha] finished a 


meritorious runner-up to 
Hansford [750 Kawasaki] 


Intemational event at Sandown Park, Australia. 


Boote, riding with his 
Yamaha equipped with 
cantilever suspension, rode 
@ great race to finish just 
two seconds behind Hans- 
ford, who had just returned 
from a brief trip to Europe. 
Third place went to Austral- 
jan Laurie Barnett (TZ750 
Yamaha). 

The American riders, Pat 
Hennen (Suzuki 750), who 
won the New Zealand 
Marlboro international 
series earlier this year, and 
Hurley Wilvert (750 
Yamaha), both suffered from 
back luck. Hennen was 
right up with the leaders 
when the engine of his 
water-cooled works Suzuki 
seized. 

But for poor Hurley 
Wilvert, the meeting was 
just another disaster in the 
lengthening list of such 
things in Australia for him. 
He crashed in a lesser race 
on the opening day of the 
two-day meeting and was 
seriously hurt. He could 


Australian champion Greg 
in the $1000 Millege Cup 


not start in the main event. 

On the first day, a wet 
track marred the racing and 
handed the honours to the 
lightweight bikes. The 
main race that day was won 
by Ken Blake (350 Yamaha) 


RESCUE VEHICLE 
RESCUED 


Competitors in last 
month's Giant Hare 
Scramble would know all 
about the mud and cold 
and snow but did they 
know about the four wheel 
drive rescue vehicle which 
needed rescueing? 


After the event had finished 
two Landrovers plus a few 
bikes took off around the 
course to collect arrows 
and clear the course. There 
should have been three 
Landrovers but one was 
stolen from outside the 
hotel overnight — the 
police later retrieved it but 
too late forit to actasa 
sweep vehicle. 


One of the Landrovers 
became well and truly 
stuck in adeep mud hole 
and it was not until late 
Sunday night that the other 
people In the sweep crew 
realised it (and its crew) 
was missing. They all 
backtracked but found the 


vehicle too deep in to pull 
out that night. All the 
crews stayed overnight and 
took off early Monday 
morning to pull out the > 
Landrover. By the time they 
got there It was arace 
against time. At the bottom 
part of the course snow had 
fallen to a depth of six 
inches — at the top of the 
course it was virtually 
impassable. They did get 
the Landrover out 
eventually but by this time 
the whole of the central 
part of the North Island had 
been enclosed by the 
snow. Roads were closed 
and many cars were stuck. 


When the sweep crew 
eventually reached the 
main road they found they 
were not the only ones who 
had become stuck and they 
Passed many cars by the 
side of the road, 
abandoned. Its a good Job 
the Giant Hare Scramble 
wasn't run on Monday. 


with Geoff Sayle (350 
Yamaha) second. Hennen 
led the big bikes home in 
third place. 


LAPPED 

John Boote was duelling 
with Hennen for much of 
the distance. But then his 
motor seized and he was 
out of the running. A 
surprising feature of this 
face was that Hansford, 
who was to do so well in 
the dryer conditions the 
following day, was lapped 
by the leaders. 

Another Kiwi, national 
250 champion Gary Boote, 
also competed on a TZ750 
Yamaha but he was 
unhappy with the handling 
in the Milledge Trophy race 
and was lapped. 
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SOUL OFF 


If you cast your eyes to the smaliprint elsewhere on this 
page you'll discover that the NZMCN editor's chair Is now 


filled by myself. Rod Dew, the former editor of NZMCN 
who stepped down earlier this year after having brought 
the publication to Its present high standard, remains with 
us In the capacity of editorial advisor and Christchurch 
correspondent. 

Since | became involved with NZMCN in its present form 
from the first issue back in November 1973 | have come 
into contact with many people up and down the country 
connected with motor cycling. But in order to explain a 
little more of myself — and seeing that this is a “Sound 
Off" column — | think | should offer a few of my personal 
thoughts and opinions on various subjects to do with 
motor cycling and trust that these will give some insight to 
the person who now occuples the position of editor of this 
illustrious magazine. 

First of all, | am angered by repeated calls for the raising 
of the minimum driving or riding age. As far as | am 
concerned, the sooner a person knows how to handle a 
vehicle — whether it be a car or a motor cycle — the better 


| for everyone. And for those who bring up the question of 
| the high rate of accidents among the young, | say that we 
shouldn't be giving licences to anyone unless that person 
{can prove he can handle a vehicle under adverse or 
| emergency conditions. | remember how easy it was to get 
| my own licence. 
| Connected with this is my belief that the statutory 50 
miles per hour open road speed limit is an insult to a 
competent rider or driver. Mike Marshall, winner of the 
Heatway rally earlier this month, said it all when 
Interviewed by Michael Dean for TV1. Dean asked him how 
he felt when driving along the open road at 50. Marshall 
replied that he almost fell asleep. 

| like all types of bikes, from fun mini bikes to huge 
seml road racers. At the moment I'm on an enduro kick but 
next week | might feel like going travelling or road racing. 
Next time I'm in a position to buy a bike I'm going to have 
real problems deciding what to get. 

| think all forms of motor cycle sport are exciting and will 
become increasingly popular with both riders and 
spectators, with the right sort of encouragement. The 
noise factor could have been a problem but | think we have 
It licked, with clubs and organisations stipulating 
maximum decibel outputs. If enough people throughout 
the world make known their objections to excessive noise, 
maybe the factories will develop competition machines 
which are fast and quiet. 

| think the Marlboro road race series could rapidly gain 
world-wide importance, especially when you consider that 
It takes place at a time when the Europeans and Americans 
are out of season. Consider the possibilities of a combined 
Australia New Zealand series with lots of money, 
promotion, etc. Maybe this part of the world could be 
included In the World Championships? 

As far as New Zealand road races ate concerned, | think 
Wanganul's Cemetery circuit is the most exciting In the 
country. Opponents of the Isle of Man TT circuit will 
disagree, but | also happen to be a great fan of racing on 


the Island — from a spectator’s point of view, that Is. 

| hope Dale Wylie is back in the swing of things this 
summer because | think he could win another Marlboro 
serles. 

The Pall Mall national moto cross championships are 
exciting and | am sure they will grow in stature but | think 
they need to be reorganised according to capacity classes 
with points accumulated from round to round. | think this 
Is the only way to find a real champion. At the same time! 
have no hesitation whatever In acclalming Peter Ploen as 
our top resident rider. 

Of course, there are many other areas In which | could 
give an opinion. What I'd like to see Is more of MCN's 
readers expressing an opinion — through the magazine In 
the form of a letter to the editor. Think I'll sit back and walt 
for all the cards and letters to roll in. . , Bob Northrop, 
Editor. 


BOOTE PIX FOR SALE 


Sir, - 
| have recently acquired some 
black and white photos of 
John Boote, size 255mm 

by 200mm, personally 
autographed by John. 
He has authorised me to 
sell them so that | can 
put the money towards 
following the next Marl- 
boro series. Anyone inter- 
ested in buying.one at 
$1.50 each can contact me 
at 199 Sievers Grove, Por- 
irua. Thank you. 


Wayne MacDonald 
Porirua 


OIL FROM SIDECARS 


Sir, 

Our club is replying to 
the letter by Ralph Hannan 
in your May 21 issue. 

We would certainly 
agree that oil-spreading 
sidecars and SOLOS area 
danger to competitors’ 
safety. However, how does 
he know that the sidecars 
dropped the oil in 
question? Does he inspect 
the track after each race? 

He makes mention that 
it was also a big problem 
in the last Marlboro series. 
As for running the sidecars 
last, what a joke. The 
sidecar crews won't wear 
that, probably likewise the 
organising clubs. On the 
question of oil, | have seen 
an outfit racing ina 
“shabby” condition. It 
obviously shouldn't have 
passed scrutineering. 
During a race the oil return 
pipe came adrift with an 
unwanted lubricating 
effect to the track. 

Finally, during this race 
the motor completely blew 
its guts, needless to say 
with more unwanted oil 
everywhere. 

The moral of the 
story:— Who let this outfit 
race? Answer: the 
Scrutineers! 

This is the crux of the 


— 


problem. At most 
meetings scrutineering is a 
joke, of the sidecars 
anyway. 

Because of this the 
Sidecar Racing 
Association intends to do 
something about this serious 
problem. Although not 
well known, we checked 
the outfits at the May 3 
Meeting at Manfeild, with 
good results. There was a 
new, well-prepared outfit 
at this meeting which had 
two dangerous faults in its 
construction, which were 
easily rectified. We are 
sure no “Club” scrutineer 
would have detected these 
faults. 

Ralph Hannan also 
makes note of John 
Woodley. On page five of 
the same issue it 
mentions, Quote: “The 
signs were that an oil seal 
had blown and as the 
machine was keeled over 
for the final left hand 
corner, Woodley slewed 
crazily off line. He 
continued . . - and luckily 
there were no more left 
hand corners in the final 
half lap.” 

In the words of Ralph 
Hannan “Surely the rider 
would have had enough 
sense to pull to the side of 
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the road.” 
Over the loud speaker at 
Hamilton: “Would anyone 


having found Gary Boote's — 


drainplug, please return jj 
to the pits”. 

And finally, just to blow 
the readers minds, at 
Hamilton some solo-riders 
were racing with 
PUDDING BASIN-style 
helmets which were 
banned eight years ago! 

Enough said. 


Shorty Reay 
Sidecar Racing 
Association, Napler. 


JUNIOR MX THANKS 


Sir, 
After reading about a 


junior moto cross school, | ~ 


did some enquiring and 
joined the school. 
Meetings are held monthly, 
with three races for six 
classes of motorcycles, 
from Mini bikes to 125cc, 
Boy's from 8-15 years 
compete. 


| would like to thank the 
organisers of Junlor MX. | 
attended several meetings, 
which | looked forward to, 
and really enjoyed myself. | 
wish the MX school every 
success in the future. 


| think your motor cycle 
Kiwi, featured on the front 
of NZMCN Vol 3. No.7, 
April 9, is real neat. Is there 
a possibility of acquiring 
him as a sticker or transfer 
for putting onto a helmet or 
such? 


Keep up with the good 
NZMCN. It's superb. 


Thanks. And I’m sure the 
organisers of Wellington 
junior motor cross 
appreciate your comments, 
too. Unfortunately, the 
Kiwi symbol was a one-off 
job and | do not think itis 
likely to become available 
as a sticker. Editor. 


CALENDAR 
Sir, 
Why the hell was a 
National and North Island 
title meeting advertised as 
“Wairarapa Clubs Min TT” 
(or was it “Walrarapa 
Club's MX"’?) in your 
calendar? 

M. Watt 


Whangamata 


Because that's the way It 
appears in the Wairarapa 
club's competition 
Programme, 1974-75. — 
Editor. 


Gal Frank Boyle its 


KONI HONDA 
You've got the best 
bike. Now fit the best 
shock absorbers CB750 - 
CB500 - CB450 - CB360 - 
CB350 F - CB350 Twin 
CB200. $66.74 pair. 
SID] MX BOOTS. 


We still have: some left in size 8 
and 9, $78.00 plus $1.00 postage. 


H.B, MOTOR CYCLES 
LTD. 


Hasting St., Napier 
Phone 54205 


LAURIE SUMMERS 
LIMITED 


NE‘Y ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


B~E KAWASAKI 


SPARE PARTS, ALSO A LARGE RANGE OF EARLY JAV 
C.2, AND N ZETA SPARES AVAILABLE 


83-89 MOUNT EDEN RD 
PO BOX 8740 PH/4-329 
AUCKLAND 1 


the SUZUKI experts 


7-11 KINGS CRES, LOWER HUTT PHONE 660-599 


ROS 


NATIONAITRIAISECHANES 


PETER GRINTER STUNS RIVALS 


Report and photos: Mike Harris 
With a great display of machine control and ability Peter 


Swift surprised here also as 
Grinter (Ossa) romped home an easy. winner in the second 5 


he short cut the turn and in 


round of the New Zealand Trials Championship Series. 


His close rival Greg 
Power (Yamaha) could do 
no better than manage third 
place, more than thirty 
points behind, thus leaving 
the series wide open at this 
stage. 

Paul Symons (Ossa) a 
rider showing great prom- 
Ise, narrowly took a well- 
deserved second place 
while Paul Swift (Suzuki) 
having a great ride, was 
fourth. 

For the occasion of the 
National Trials the Mana- 
watu-Orion club of Palmer- 
ston North discovered a 
farm property against the 
Shannonhills. The fifteen 
sections were laid in a 
classical setting of rocky 
streams, tree-clad hillsides 
and steep gullies. 

A preview of these 
hazards showed the 
competitors would have to 
pull every trick out of the 
bag to complete the five 
rounds of the sections 
successfully. 

Aided by a few days rain 
during the previous week, it 
was obvious that the grass 
on the hillsides would give 
way to greasy mud of a 
variety. which_every trials 
tyre dreads. 


DIFFICULT SECTIONS 


The trial organisers had 
gone to much trouble to 
ensure that each one of the 
fifteen observed sections 
would be supremely diff- 
Icult to ride without 
penalty. 

As events turned out, 
they may have overdone it a 
little. In retrospect, the 
standard might have met 
exactly the requirements of 
a New Zealand Experts 
Championship. It certainly 
provided the last half of the 
finishers with an almighty 
struggle just to get through 
the sections with a reason- 
able points loss. 

The fact that there were 
more than a dozen retire- 
ments speaks for itself. 

However, let not this 
comment detract in any 
way from the great success 
of the trial. For some long 
time there have been 
general pointers that New 
Zealand Championship 
standards must move 
steadily upward to even 
approach those of over- 
seas. 

To be successful on the 
day riders had to be 
experienced In _ tackling 
grassy tree roots and logs 
— especially on steep 
gradients — in riding rocky 
stream beds with jagged 
boulders; In conquering 
mud at virtually every turn. 

Above all, the organisers 
have drawn out of the 
framework of the trial the 
necessity for each rider to 
use his head to plot an 
individual approach to each 
section — the most 
valuable requirement for 
leading New Zealand riders 
to new heights of attain- 


Peter Grinter (Ossa) the cool 
stylist tries a new line through 
the rocks. 


ment. 

Initially, it wasn’t too 
obvious to the spectators 
as to which rider or riders 
were on form for the day. 
Prime interest centred on 
the Grinter/ Power duel but 
the sections were so 
rugged that both riders had 
their early disasters. 


UNCERTAIN 


Peter Grinter started off 
uncertainly with a dab or 
two on banks which still 
offered decent wheelgrip. 
Greg Power hung himself 
up on a pile of rocks and 
even a quick burst of 
chewing gum _ massage 
failed to prevent a_ five 
Resplendent in his sub- 
marine suit, onlookers 
were certain that Greg was 
going to use forceful speed 
tactics in the watery 
sections. 

Away from these two 
there was plenty of Interest 
In other riders. Section two 
was a crafty little number 
embracing a tree root entry 
then a very precise tight 
turn to line up in just a foot 


or two a couple of 
slippery logs. 
Most riders hadn't a 


ghost of a chance and 
crashed spectacularly on 
the exist logs. Greg Power 
put on the best_perform- 
ance here using every inch 
of the turn to get the vital 
accuracy for his rear wheel 


yto climb the one and only 


notch in the logs. Paul 


some 
Ry _ 


Incredible manner 


Long-legged Paul Swift (Suzuki) 
meets a stubborn rock as he 
exits out of one of the most 
difficult sections of the trial. 


iti. | 


with nothing to spare, 
vaulted his Suzuki over the 
logs, often with a flurry of 
his long legs, but never-the 
less going through the 
section. 

This observed section is 


a must to be included 

unaltered in future 

championship trials. 
Elsewhere, one section 


which provided the sort of 
action to entertain spec- 
tators was one which, after 
negotiation a rocky stream 
bed, had a steep grassy 
hillside as the final hazard. 
Rocks were embedded in 
the slope and the fatal mud 
soon covered the whole 
area. In the latter stages of 
the trial, rider after rider 
slithered backwards down 
the hill to land in an 
undignified heap at the 
bottom. 

Riders to’"impress here 
were Dave Cumming and 
Keith McCabe from Ham- 
ilton and Denny Turnbull 
from Palmerston North. 
This trio of Ossa riders 


made short work of the hill 
on each occasion and their 
Confident success in other 
sections also ensured high 


placings. 

This very same section 
showed that some leading 
riders: were off form and 
having more’ than their 
usual. share of bad luck. 
Alister Gray, Neil Harris, 
Peter Lintott and Brian 
Smith were all in_ this 
category — Gray suffering 
from flu. But, whatever the 
reason, things would just 
no go.as well as usual for 
them. 

But there were plenty of 
other sections in which to 
admire ‘the skill and 
tenacity of riders. 


UPHILL BATTLE 


A ‘cluster of three 
sections in an_ isolated 
gully combined a battle to 
keep going uphill in a 
boundery washout with an 
exercise in path picking 
along hillside ledges. 
Talented rides were seen 
from Cedric Stone 
(Yamaha), Peter Martin 
(Ossa) and Ron Stables 
(Yamaha). 

The time schedule which 
required riders to compete 
the five circuits of the 
sections by 2:30 pm looked 
to be a little tight. 
However, with the relatively 
large number of retire- 
ments, plus fine sunny 
weather, no riders were 
excluded from the results 
through lateness. 

The aspect of early 
arbitrary finishing times, 
unless carefully matched to 
parameters of number of 
riders, type of course and 
sections, plus the weather 
on the day, will one day 
produce such a disastrous 
result that the friendly 
spirit currently pervading 


trials will be set back 
apace. 
Hopefully, with the 


standard set by the trial, 
the whole formula will be 
repeated at the same venue 
next year when the Austral- 


jan riders visit New 
Zealand. 
The result will be 


interesting. I'm predicting a 
shock to the Aussies. 
Thanks Manawatu-Orion. 


RESULTS 


Results: (The first 18 finishers 
qualify for the N.Z. Experts Trial 
later this year). 


P. Grinter, Ossa, 70 points 
lost, 1; P. Symone) Ossa, 102, 2; 


G. Power, Yamaha, 103, 3; P. 
Swift, Suzuki, 113, 4; ° D. 
Cumming, Ossa, 120, 5; N. 


Harris, Ossa, 123, 6; A. Gray, 
Ossa, 138, 7; K. McCabe, Ossa 
140, 8; C. Stone, Yamaha, 145; 
9; D, Tumbull, Ossa, 150, 10; P” 
Lintott, Yamaha, 151, 11; P. 
Martin, Ossa, 165, 12; R. 
Stables, Yamaha, 170, 13; T. 
Belk, Ossa, 176, 14; B. Gluyas 
Ossa, 187, 15; J. Anderson, 
Yamaha, 194, 16; D. Mullholland, 
Ossa, 210, 17; J. Bennatt, 
Yamaha, 214, 18. 
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HEADING FOR GREATNESS 


by ROD DEW 


If the name Boote is rapidly becoming synonymous with —_look quite so bright earlier 
motor-cycle road racing in New Zealana, it is hardly on. There was a time last 


season, he made his first 


| 

surprising. John Boote metaphorically put the family name —_- year when the racing career safety barrier. The | 

up in lights with his meteoric rise to international level of Gary Boote seemed to trip to Australia — and Australian's bike | 

and now, Gary Boote, at 19 the younger of the two have ended, almost before came unstuck rather badly. rebounded and hit Gary, | | 

brothers, is making an impression in his own right. it had begun. He was following § an knocking him flying. t 
Riding a standard three- But if the season recently Australian rider, Noel “tended up in hospital 
year-old air-cooled TD3 completed was one of DISASTER Chivers, in a race at and it was three months 
Yamaha 250, Gary further spectacular success, Amaroo Park. Chivers fell before | could consider 


embellished the family things certainly did not At the end of the 1973-74 and crashed into a metal riding again,” recalled 
racing reputation last 


season by deposing reign- —— 2 PN ae " rate "4 P = 
ing national 250cc cham- : aoe ae 2 en ill 


pion Murray de Lacy with a 
string of very workmanlike 
performances. With his - + 
first New Zealand title 
behind him, Gary has now 
gone to Australia where he 
has teamed up with brother 
John for the major events 
there. 

Before he left, he sold 
both his title winning TD3 
Yamaha and his 1Z750 
Yamaha with the intention 
of replacing them while in 
Australia. He has since 
bought a new TZ250 
water-cooled Yamaha with 
which to defend his title in 
New Zealand next season 
and is racing John's spare 
7Z750 in open events. 


IT WAS CLOSE! 


“Before the start of last 
season, | set the 250cc 
championship as my 
target. It was the one thing 
| really set out to win,” 
Gary commented after the 
final round in the long 
series at Tauranga's Bay 
Park raceway. “| am very 
pleased and satisfied to 
have succeeded, partic- 
ularly because it was so 
close.” 

Outright victory depen- 
ded on the final race at 
Tauranga. Hamilton's 
Murray de Lacy, the winner 
of the championship for the 
two previous seasons, won 
the race but Boote cruised 
to a safe second place to 
take the title by four points. 
“| knew that all | had to do 
was finish in the first three 
and so | rode accordingly,” 
an elated Gary said after- 
wards. 

During the title 
campaign, Gary also won a 
number of major titles — 
including the New Zealand 
light-weight grand prix, the 
New Zealand airfield 
championship and the 
Auckland provincial 250cc 
championship. The one big 
race title which escaped 
him was the New Zealand 
250cc T.T. This went to de 
Lacy, who rode like a true 
champion on what Is 
essentially his home track 
at Pukekohe. Boote was 
runner-up. 


ABOVE: Aboard the mighty TZ 700, which now belongs to Dennis BELOW: Negotiating Rothmans at Ruapuna Park on the TD3 
Ireland. Yamaha which carried him to victory in the 250cc Championships. 


- Marlboro series and 


Gary. 

But the shadow of the 
crash, which was not of his 
making, is likely to remain 
with him for a long time. 
Chivers was killed in the 
Crash and Boote admits 
that he “felt like quitting” 
there and then. Even now, 
he has a constant reminder 
of this sad incident. His 
right knee cap was so badly 
damaged that it had to be 
removed. Gary has to at all 
times when racing wear a 
fibreglass shield over his 
right knee. 

Only after three months 
of hobbling about waiting 
for the injury to heal did 
Gary Start thinking about 
racing. It was largely 
through the support of 
Levi's that he stayed in the 
Sport. “They made me an 
offer of sponsorship before 
| had gone to Australia and, 
even though | was smashed 
up, they were still inter- 
ested. It was a great help,” 
he said. 

Now he has gone back to 
prove himself in Australia. 
However, he is mainly 
interested in simply 
gaining further experience 
and does not expect to “set 
the world on fire’. He 
intends to make use of this 
in the next New Zealand 
Marlboro international 
series — which will be one 
of his chief targets for next 
summer. Having sold his 
big four-cylinder Yamaha, 
he is not yet certain what 
he will be riding. 

He |s also, of course, 
determined to retain his 
National 250cc title and 
with a new 1TZ250 water- 
cooled Yamaha, he will be 
much better equipped to do 
so. But the competition 
will be tougher than ever 

before and Gary is well 
aware of this: Dale Wylie; 
who led the series by a big 
margin until his disastrous 
crash at Timaru, will be 
back if at all possible — his 
broken elbow has_ not 
responded quite as well as 
hoped — and there will 
also be a group of very 
promising and hungry 
newcomers. 


ASIAN TRIP 


But Gary's plans 
embrace more than just the 
the 
light-weight title series. He 
is interested'in travelling to 
South East Asia _ in 
September for the Malay- 
sian road races and is not 
yet discounting the poss- 
ibility of racing in the next 
Daytona 200. His 
mechanic, John Coleman, 
a dentist in the armed 
services, is particularly 
keen on making atrip to the 
United States. 

Gary Is only in his third 
year of racing. His 
motor-cycle racing debut 
was actually made in the 
scrambling field with a 
Suzuki 185 trail bike. He 
progressed to a Suzuki 250 
and seemed to have a 
bright career opening “up 


before him when he 
suffered an injury to his 
right knee. It was then, 


undoubtedly influenced to 
a degree by big brother 
John, that Gary decided to 
switch to road racing. 

His first event was at 
Hawkesbury In 1972 on a 
Suzuki roadster. That 
season, success escaped 
him and a string of injuries 
did nothing to increase his 
enthusiasm. He broke a 
wrist twice, an arm once 
and suffered a back Injury 
when he fell off the 
production Suzuki 500 and 


slid into a gutter. 

But Gary kept smiling 
and refused to accept the 
Possibility that he mightn't 


make it. The following 
season he got his big 
chance when former 
Multiple New Zealand 
grand prix champion 
Tommy McCleary = jnr 


offered to lend him the 
TR500 Suzuki racer John 
had raced the previous 
season. On this machine, 
Gary gained a very credit- 
able third placing in the 
New Zealand 500cc champ- 
ionship series. The only 
riders who finished in front 
were two other Christ- 
church racers, Dale Wylie 
and Stewart Avant. 

It was, as much as 
anything else, a reward for 
consistency and persist- 
ance. But It also left no 
doubt that Gary Boote was 
on his way to the top. 

The next step was to 
equip himself with a 
Yamaha TD3 250. He then 
set sail for Australia with 
this and on_his_ arrival 
added a new TZ750 Yamaha 
to his stable. 

The trip, as mentioned 
ealier, came to an abrupt 
and premature end with the 
disastrous crash at Amaroo 
Park but instead of selling 
the two bikes, as he at first 
felt like doing, Gary 
brought them back to New 
Zealand. it was just 2c well 
for when he finally decided 
to rejoin the fray, he had 
two competitive bikes with 
which to start. 


OPEN RACING 


As well as his outstand- 
ing success in the 250cc 
series, Gary — perhaps for 
the first time — showed he 
could stay with the top 
performers in the open 
class. on his 180mph 
Yamaha four. In the first 
leg of the Ruapuna Park 
Marlboro round, he 
finished a very promising 
fifth among the top intern-. 
ational riders. 

Unfortunately, acrash on 
the opening lap of the 
second leg destroyed his 
chances of a high placing 
overall. The cause was a 
worn slick on the rear 
wheel of the 1Z750 
Yamaha. It lost adhesion at 
the entrance to the esses 
and Gary slid down in the 


middle of the jostling 
leading pack. It was a 
miracle that the riders 
missed him. 


“If that had been a B 
grade race, | would have 
been run over. | am quite 
sure of that,” said Boote, 
paying tribute to the skill of 
the international riders. 

Even so, Gary still 
received a painful ankle 
injury in the crash, It was 
first through that it was 
broken but an X-ray of the 
damaged area indicated 
that it was only badly 
sprained. 

It was typical of Gary's 
enthusiasm and courage 
that he was out again the 
following Sunday at the 
New Zealand airfield 
championships at Wigram. 
He won the 250cc race and 
finished runner-up to John 
Boote in the open race. 

Next season will be a 
vital one for Gary. If he Is to 
consolidate what he has 
already done, he must do 
well In the Marlboro series. 
But few could doubt that he 
is headed to the top. 
Brother John, the superstar 
of New Zealand unlimited 
road racing, must already 
be casting anxious glances 
over his shoulder. 


PLOEN HOLDS THIRD IN MR. 
MOTO CROSS’ SERIES 


New Zealand moto cross champion Peter Ploen retained 
his overall third place in the Australian Mr Moto’ Cross 
series at the second round of the three-round series at 
Sydney’s Amaroo Park but he is now out of reach of 


overall victory. 

Danish-born Per Klit- 
land (Yamaha 400) took 
a seemingly unbeatable 
lead in the $4000 series 
by scoring two wins, a 
second and a fifth place 
in the four heats of the 
second round, to give him 
a total of 142 points. 

Victorian Gary Flood 
(Bultaco 360) is the only 
rider within reach of Klit- 
land. He has 118 points, 
26 more than Ploen (Suz- 
uki 400). 

Ploen held his overall 
third place by taking two 
thirds, a fourth anda 
fifth place in the second 
round. 

The four six-lap heats 
were run in quick success- 
ion and a good start was 
vital for a good placing. 


Ploen and Brian Martin, 


.who together with Les 


O’Brien formed a three- 
man Kiwi contingent, 
made good starts in the first 
heat. Ploen went on to 
finish third while Martin 
rode an ex-Klitland prod- 
uction Maico 400 supp- 
lied by the importers, 
Blair Harley, to seventh 
after stalling his machine. 

Mike Landman (Yamaha 
400) won the second heat 
after Klitland crashed on 
the first corner. But the 
series leader sliced through 
the field to come home 
fifth behind Landman, 
Geoff Worrell (Suzuki 
400), Ploen and Hans 
Appelgren (Husqvarna 
360). 

Klitland again stormed 


away to take the third 

heat from Flood, with Wor- 
tell third, Appelgren fourth 
and Ploen fifth. 


Ploen, together with 
Klitland and Landman, was 
put back to the second 
row of the starting grid for 
the fourth heat after a 
false start. This was all 
Flood needed to record his 
first win of the round. 
Klitland followed from 
Landman and Ploen, while 
Martin finished sixth ahead 
of Worrell and O’Brien, on 
his new Husqvarna 360. 


On his'return to New 
Zealand, Martin told NZMCN- 
that the heats were ‘Min- 
iature TT affairs’ - fast, 
and with huge berms on the 
corners. He was not pleas- 
ed with his overall tenth 
place, although he came third 
behind Klitland and Land- 
man in the Over 300cc event. 


HONOURS FOR 
FREETH 


Auckland production road 
race specialist Rodger Freeth 
forsook his Kawasaki H2 
last month to compete in 
the Heatway motor rally. 
Freeth acted as co-driver 
for Allan Carter in the Med- 
ley Bourbon Datsun 1200 
and, true to form, he guid- 


ed the team to high honours 
in their class. They finished 
17th overall and came 
second in the 0-1300cc 
saloon class, winning many 
special stages. Z 

NZMCN editor Bob North- 
rop met up withFreeth at 
Ohingaiti at some ungodly 


hour of the morning. 
Freeth remarked that he 
was enjoying the rally imm- 
ensely and although he had 
competed in a few club 
rallies in Auckland (he is 
a member of the North- 
ern Sports Car Club) this 
was the first major rally 
in which he had competed. 
Other motor cycling names 
to take part in the rally 
were Tim Gibbes and Ken 
Cleghorn, both of whom 
drove their own cars. 


Get to know your 


BRIDGESTONE 
Motorcycle Tyres 


. Make sure you select the right tyre for your requirement. 
Tyre & tread designs to suit competition & commutor use. 
Full stocks available throughout N.Z. at all leading dealers. 
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Good news for motorcycle 
enthusiasts, A complete range of 
Bridgestone high speed and normal 
street tyres are always available in 
New Zealand. Be confident on 
Bridgestone, the safety tyres with a 
tread pattern designed to resist 


skids and 


far greater 
‘alk to your local 
and select the 


right Bridgestone tyre for your bike, 


BRIDGESTONE 


One of the world’s largest suppliers of motorcycle tyres 

Available from all leading Motor Cycle dealers 
Bridgestone Tyres (N.Z.) Ltd. 18 Marjorie Jayne Crescent Otahuhu Auckland. 
Phone OH. 69-079, 69-412 


By Bob Northrop 


They said over the radio that the night of Saturday, June 
21 was the coldest so far this year in the Wellington region. 
At 9.30 am on Sunday June 22 the temperature was still 
hovering around the zero degrees celsius mark at the 
Brown Owl tum off, a couple of miles north of Upper Hutt, 
as the first pair of riders set off on the first stage of the 
Ixion club’s enduro. . 

Sixty competitors, inclu- Bn 
ding the single female 
entry, Janine Mitchell who 
appeared on the cover of 
our last issue, made the 
start but due to the 
circumstances described in 
the July 16 issue of 
NZMCN, our __ five-man 
entourage had to overcome 
a couple of early set backs. 
The result was that Pete 
Bonner and myself finally 
headed off on the first 
stage at about 10.35 
am, more than half an hour 
behind schedule. 

The first eight-mile stage 
consisted of three or four 
miles of tar seal followed 
by a couple of moderately 
deep fords and a snaking 
gravel road to a place called 
Hukinga. From Hukinga 
stage two headed into the 
Akatarawa Ranges on a 
30.5-mile loop which ended 
in a refueling stop. Stage 
three was a repeat of stage 
two and stage four involved 
retracing the steps back to 
Brown Owl and on to the 
speed test four miles 
beyond. 

The organisers had set a 
20 mph average for the first 
stage and anyone who set 
off on time and didn’t strike 
trouble had to be careful 
not to arrive too early, 
thereby losing two points 
per minute. Even on this 
relatively easy section, 
however, there were pit- j 
falls. The river crossings d 
were deceptively deep after 
the road section and quite a 
few riders came to a 
sudden halt half way 
through. 

One victim of the second 
ford was Frank Haden, one 
of the Motor Cycle News 
entourage, who got. water 
in the works of his TY 250 
Yamaha lost 15 minutes 
and was passed by Dave 
Hall, MZMCN's managing 
editor, who blasted 
through on his Bultaco 
Sherpa only to have his 
front brake cable snap on 
the other side. 

Of course, Pete and | 
didn’t have to worry 
ourselves with problems 
such as arriving too early. 
We went through that first 
section as fast as we dared, 
considering that our 
machines had been loaned 
to us. If we'd known we 
were going to ‘meet a 
Landrover coming the other 
way two-thirds of the way 
through that twisty section 
| don't think we'd have 
gone quite so fast. Any- 
way, we made the first, 
checkpoint and had our 
cards clocked. 

Right at the start of stage 
two there was another river 
crossing. It was here that 
Tony Bradley, the fifth 
member of the Motor Cycle 
News band, drowned his 
AT3 Yamaha. He, too, was 
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zapped by a brakeless 
Dave Hall on the Bultaco. 


BELOW: Chris Giles ( in Helmet) 
makes adjustments to his DT 
250 Yamaha at the refuel stop. 


RUTTED CLAY 

Out of the river the track 
climbed a rutted clay path 
through the pine trees and 
riders quickly discovered 
that a whole lot more 


ae 


pone 


throttle control was 
uired on the damp clay than: 
on shallow gravel. The 
route twisted and tumed 
uphill and downhill and 
occasionally there would 
be a turn-off to one side, 


With five dozen riders 
preceding us, we wouldn't 
have had any trouble 


finding our way, so Pete 
and | had time to get 
acquainted with our 
machines 4 

My DT 250 Yamaha 
(provided by White's of 
Wellington) proved ideal for 
the faster sections. It 
seemed to be fairly low 
geared and had plenty of 
grunt for powering out of 
corners. In fact It took mea — 
while to realise that | didn't 
have to drop it down Into 
second or first whenever | 
came across a moderately 
steep climb. On the other 
hand it was pretty heavy 
when the time came to get 
off (fall off) and push and 
the rear wheel had a habit 
of braking away when { 
didn’t want it to. 

Pete’s 7S185 Suzuki, 
loaned by Frank Boyle 
Suzuki of Lower Hutt, was 
50lbs more nimble and 
surprisingly torquey for 
such a_ small capacity 
two-stroke. The only prob- 
lems encountered were 4 


BELOW: Looking at it ain't going 


to fix 


OO ENDURO (ta 


tendency for the steering to 
wander and a few missed 
gear shifts. Both machines 
were’ comfortable and ran 
as sweet as nuts. 

Every now and then we 
passed guys who had fallen 
by the wayside but in each 
case we were waved on. 

Then after a few miles of 

. alternately clay and gravel 
track, the route went 
through another,  shall- 
ower, ford with an imm- 
ediate acute right hand exit 
up a rutted clay bank. Up 
until then the chilly 
morning air had managed 
to infiltrate through my 
parka, woolen jersey, shirt, 
tee shirt and string vest. By 
the time | got to the top of 
that small rise you could 
have convinced me to do 
the rest of the course naked 
| was sweating so much. | 
lost traction halfway up 
and slithered to a cock- 
eyed stop on the soaking 
wet clay. After much 
heaving and hauling, slip- 
ping and sliding, the Yam 
made the top., whereupon it 
was promptly propped on 
its sidestand while | had a 
breather. While gazing on 
the machine | noticed that 
the bike, too, had a 
breather — an oil tank 
breather — from which a 
steady stream of thick, 
green, ooze was pouring. 
Overfilled tank. 

A few miles of gravel and 
clay later we struck the first 
BELOW: Max Charlton of Palm- 
erston North rode the most 
expensive, and loudest, machine - 
a Husky 400. 


of the really narrow, soft 
Surface sections. It began 
with another slippery 
ascent — grass and mud 
this time — and meandered 
along a single path through 
long grass and fern fronds, 
over decaying vegetation 
and the occasional log. 
Considering the amount of 
rain which had fallen in the 
region in the previous 
couple of weeks. the 
surface was _ remarkably 
free of water — an 
indication of the loose 
forest soil we were passing 
over. 


This led onto more 
forestry tracks but the 
surface changed from 
gravel and clay to dirt, 


twigs and fallen branches. 
Great stuff, plenty of 
traction and a chance to 
wind out the bikes a bit. 


STRIPPED GEAR LEVER 


It was at the top of a rock 
and branch-strewn climb 
that we came across Tony 
Bradley looking rather 
dejected as he puffed away 
on a cigarette. Poor old 
Brad. He didn’t have the 
most suitable of bikes to 
begin with. His AT3 125cc 
Yamaha was standard right 
down to half-worn trials- 
type tyres and to make 
matters immeasureably 
worse his gear lever had 
stripped on the spline. Just 
around the corner was 
another climb, steeper and 
trickier than any previously 


encountered and after 
several unsuccessful 
attacks on it Tony had 


decided to wait for us to 
come around and then 
review the situation. We 
decided the three of us 
would press on together. | 
tried the tricky climb first 
but obviously took the 
wrong line and got bogged 
down halfway up. It was no 
use trying to push from 


there so | went back down 
for another try while Pete 
wound up the Suzy, chose 
a different line and some- 
how bounced, wriggled, 
flailed and wormed his way 
to the top: Tony and | 
followed and after expend- 
ing a whole lot more 
energy, the three of us 
continued. 

It wasn't long after this 
that David Black passed us 
on his TY 250 Yamaha. It 
was while going through a 
grassy wooded area, 
another trials-type section 
with the path wide enough 
for only one machine — 
and quite often even one 
bike had trouble scraping 
through. Dave was 
obviously going very well. 
He'd set off number six and 
he was the first to lap us. 
No more than a couple of 
minutes later Phil 
Thompson, who had set off 
number 10 on his TY, 
approached us at the base 
of a short, abrupt climb. 
Phil told us he was still on 
a ‘gold’ — gold medals 
were to be given to those 
who lost no more than five 
points — and being hot on 
the tail of Dave Black, we 
thought he, too, must be 
going very well. 

In actual fact, Thompson 
was the eventual winner of 
the event. He and Black 
both finished the timed 
stages with a loss of 15 
points but in the tie 
breaking special speed test 
Thompson proved faster by 
some three-quarters of a 
minute. 

The- narrow bush section 
was soon left behind and it 
was back onto forestry 
roads. We decided that 
from there on we would 
each be on our own. The 
Heath Robinson repairs to 
Tony's gear shift seemed to 
be working most of the 


time so with the faster 


= 


trails unwinding before us 
we once more began to 
make use of fourth and fifth 


gears. 

For the difficult preced- 
ing section | had taken off 
my parka but a mile or two 
of fast riding soon had me 
pulling it back on. Both the 
Yamaha and the Suzuki 
were performing well and 
responded immediately to 


changes in the terrain 
without fuss. 
CHECKPOINT 


Almost 18 miles from the 
beginning of the stage 
there was another check 
point. As | pulled in behind 
Pete, a serious-looking guy 
on an equally serious- 
looking :Husqvarna 400 
drew up to clock in for his 
second time around. His 
name was Max Charlton 
and he was from Palmer- 
ston North although he was 
amember of the Wellington 
Trail Riders’ number one 
team. Ironically, stopped at 
the checkpoint with a duff 
motor was Charlton’s start- 
ing partner, Allan 
Hughson, who had struck 
trouble with his TY250 and 
had finally quit on his first 
time around at this point. 
Hughson completed the 
course on the pillion of his 
buddy’s TS185. For that, he 
gets my award for the 
gamest guy In the enduro. 

Someone at the check- 
point told me “It's 13 easy 
miles from here on”. It 
certainly seemed like it 
would be for the first few 
miles and we were. able to 
press on at a fair rate of 
knots. While | was boogy- 
ing along on my own, Peter 
ahead of me got it into his 
head that he was going to 
stay in front of the Husky. 
He did so for about five 
hair-raising minutes, he 
told me later, then the 
Husky rider shot past and 


from then on Pete saw 
neither hide nor hair of 
him. 

| was Just beginning to 
enjoy the ride, playing 
Plerre Karsmakers and 
being passed by Just one or 
two other riders when | came 
upon the first of ‘The Long 
Slides Down’. Chris Giles 
on his very trick DT 250 
(more of that in a later 
issue) drew up alongside 
for a few encouraging 
words while | contemplated 
my fate. Chris went on his 
way and | gingerly put my 
front wheel over the brink 
of the rutted wet clay chute 
which extended into the 
bowels of the earth before 
me. | very quickly learned 
to treat the front brake with 
extreme caution. 


DEVIL’S STAIRCASE 


There were two or three 
of these very _ steep, 
slippery descents In quick 
succession, each of about 
100 yards. As | was inching 
my way down the outside 
edge of the second, a guy 
on a Honda XL 250 went 
chuffing by at what seemed 
like a suicidal speed, the 
four-stroke's engine 
braking acting as a smooth 
restraint. 

The last of these fear- 
some drops is aptly known 
as the ‘Devil's Staircase’ 
and it leads down to 
another couple of river 
crossings. This latter area 
was not very well marked 
and | learned afterwards 
that several people spent a 
few minutes trying to work 
out the correct route. 

From there it was a 
comparatively easy run 
over the last few miles to 
the end of the first stage, 
and, for those who were 
continuing, topping up 
with fuel. When | pulled 
Into the checkpoint area 
there were bedraggled 
riders and mud-caked 
machines everywhere. It 
was about 1.10 pm. Dave 
Hall and Pete Bonner were 
lounging around having a 
smoke. Sign.of the times: | 
overhead one guy exclaim 
“Jesus, | could do with a 
Joint!". Dave,it seemed, 
had gone pretty well 
despite braking his front 
brake cable right at the 
Start. Half way through, his 
clutch cable snapped also. 
He thought it inadvisable to 
go through again and | 
must admit | agreed. 

Pete and | figured we 
were so late starting that It 
would be senseless — 
possibly even dangerous, 
what with it being the 
shortest day of the year — 
going round again. Five 
minutes after | arrived, 
Tony pulled in. That made 
four. What about Frank, our 
fifth member? t 

Frank was the only one 
of us to complete the whole 
deal, including the special 
test. It would have been 
nice to see how he fared in 
comparison to the other 32 
finishers but unfortunately, 
due to a communications 


Say “Mexico” to the average Kiwi and he'll think of 


Jokers in big hats, swilling tequila and shouting “ole” at 
the drop of a sombrero. A Mexican dirt-bike? You've got to 


be joking! 

But the Cooper 250's no 
joke. The Moto Islo set-up 
in Saltillo, Mexico, turns 
out 30,000 bikes a year, 
some Hondas under 
licence, some low-priced 
local junk and some 
bee-ootiful Enduro/MXers 
under the Cooper tag aimed 
at more affluent senors 
north of the boarder in 
dirt-bike country. 

Auckland's Len Perry 
took up the Cooper fran- 
chise in New Zealand. And 
good on him. The 250 
enduro he loaned to 
NZMCN fora three-day test 
was a humdinger. Watch 
for the —mean-looking 
yellow gauchos on points- 
to-points and moto cross 
next summer... and watch 
for some elevated oriental 
eyebrows. 

Enduro and moto-cross 
versions are virtually 
identical, the former 
slightly detuned and toting 
the necessary lights and 
road gear. Even so, it looks 
what itis: areal man's bike 
Just yelling to be taken into 
thesticks. 

The engine's a Moto Islo 
SV250 single-cylinder, 
four-bearing, piston port 
two-stroke with a claimed 
maximum power ot 28 bhp 
at 8000 rpm. .but much of 
the credit for its gutsy 
performance and staying 
Power goes to the 32 mm 
Mikuni carb. 


PREMIX 


The premix is a bit of a 
hassle — we still prefer 
auto oil injection — but 
20:1 looked to be about 
right. The offset filler cap, 
by the way, is a neat idea 
and means you can actually 
get the stuff in without 
Stalning your Jeans or 
getting cold gas on a hot 
cylinder head. 

The bulk of the machine 
is from US steel, manufac- 
tured to aircraft specs. 


Tank, | seat-base, _ side- 
panels and guards are 
fibreglass. 


The chrome-moly frame 
is double cradle, a la 
Yamaha 250 MXer, with a 
hefty Maico swingarm that 
means it must be good. 
With steel rims we thought 
the rig a mite front-heavy. 
but couldn't really test it in 
a slide because of a silly 
front tyre, more of which 
later. 

Ground clearance is 10 
inches. No bash-plate, but 
with a frame like that, who 
needs one? 

Our machine didn't have 
a chain-guard and that, 
plus the strangely exposed 
countershaft sprocket, 
might cause a few scrutin- 
eering hassles. It also 
means a lot of crud gets in 
the works, but on the good 
side it IS easy to get at the 
chain. 

On the same subject: 
slotted screw and bolt- 
heads all over, Including 
the engine, make dissec- 
tion a doddle — and, 
incidentally, tell of a 
hand-made machine. None 
of that nasty Philips- 
head production-line stuff. 
But make sure they're all 
tight before taking off; we 
vibrated a couple out 
before we even got off the 
tar seal. 


BETOR AND BOGE 


The Betor forks are good 
— soft, but they work. With 
7 inches of travel we 
couldn't bottom (tried hard) 
but we did shoot a 
modicum of fluid from the 
cap vent-hole after a couple 
of beefy landings. 

Rear damping is Boge, 
with double-wound 60/90 
springs and five pre-load 
positions. No complaints 
there, though the test 
riders, who averaged 130- 
160 |b, thought the springs 


a fraction on the soft side. 

Five-speed transmission 
is close, starts off a bit 
high, but from two on is 
perfect. The powerband is 
fantastic, a hefty flywheel 
keeping the build-up 
smooth as cream, with 
torque all the way to the 
top. We dragged off a 
Suzuki 250 no sweat and 
even left a 400 behind for 
the first couple of hundred 
yards. The power comes on 
so smooth you'd be 
hell-bent to pull a wheelie. 

Handling? Good, but 
ours would have improved 
about 300% with decent 
front footwear. The Bridge- 
stone knob behind was 
fine, but the Trials up front 


was a no-no. Slides were 
out and no-one was game 
to try across-up landing on 
that tread, especially in the 
mud. 

Still, we did try just 
about everything else with- 
out having to call in our 
illegal chiropractor from 
his weekend's fishing. 

But even a cactus as 
prickly as this one has 
bugs and we reckon about 
$40 or $50 worth of bits and 
pieces separate the Cooper 
250 from all-star rating, MX 


battle......... no front guard, Offset 
filler cap rates a mention, as does 
fuel escape tube. Slotted bolt 
heads tell of hand building. 


: 
BELOW: From|left: After the 


or enduro. 
For instance, the fibre- 
glass bits. The _ stiff, 


straight guards are hope- 
less; first time we dropped 
— in soft goo, too — the 
front one snapped off at the 
forks. Suggest ditching 
them pronto in favour of 
Preston Petty Mudders or 
something similarly 
plastic. 

The kick-start needs to 
be pushed in half an inch or 
so to lock before swinging 


down to the start position. 
No-one told us, so about 
the third time we kicked, it 
kicked right off. 

The handbook, in fact, 
tells little. Doesn't tell, for 
example, of an ignition key 
that works forward instead 
of the 99% usual back- 
wards. : 

And there's no tools. Not 
so much as a screwdriver, 
though there’s room under 
the seat, which, by the 
way, lifts at the turn of a 


- worked perfectly, 


screw to give access to a 
well-located foam air filter 
that would take a lot of 
drowning. 


WATERPROOF 


Waterproofing gets the 
Cooper an At-plus. We 
completely drowned it once 
— took three men to haul it 
out of the water-hole — but 
the Islo just burbled away 
happily. Not once through- 
out three very wet days did 
it take more than three 
kicks to start and we 
reckond that with a bit of 
silicone on the plugs, etc. 
and something appropriate 
on the air filter, you’d about 
have the world’s first 
underwater enduro bike. 

Brakes could be an 
exception. Brand new and 
on hard ground they 
locking 
up fore and aft. But after a 
day in the wet they slipped. 
The clutch also began to 
get a bit sticky, though 
with a new machine this 
was probably just a case of 
needing adjustment. 

No sign of the clutch 
cooking at any stage, 
however. The primary kick 
start works well, but no 
light for neutral. In fact, no 
idiot lights at all and the 
neat rear-light and rubber- 
mounted number plate are 
a welcome change from 
Japanese Christmas trees. 

Instrumentation is basic 
but adequate — speedo- 
meter, trip-meter and 
odometer. Brake and clutch 
levers are solid, but the 
light switches are awkwar- 
dly placed in one of those 
18th Century boxes on top 
of the left-hand grip. 

As stated, acceleration 
was real smooth, but we'd 
prefer a quarter turn to the 
half-turn throttle grip 
fitted. 

The kick-start mounts on 
the same spline as the 
gear-shift (left side) and 
foot pegs are solid, grippy 
and just long enough. 

The horn is weird. 
Sounds like a sick duck. 
But who wants to go 
duck-hunting on a_ dirt 
track anyway? And this 
bike is wasted anywhere 
but off the road. 


TOO NOISY 
On the street it went well 


enough, though with some 
vibration at speed. We got 
hauled in by traffic cops 
who complained of a 
too-noisy exhaust and a 
flat-mounted number-plate 
they couldn't see’ from 
behind. Len Perry tells us 
both complaints have been 


noted, the manufacturers 
told about them, and 
modifications will be 
made. 

Stretchers and bolts 
make for easy chain 


disposal, a chain tensioner 
is fitted, and  wheel- 
changing is only a minor 
problem. 

Absence of a kill-buttonis 
surprising and is a definite 
black mark against what is 
otherwise a highly compet- 
itive rig that spells serious 
trouble for most opposition 
in the same power range. 
At $1275 it's a fairly 
expensive buy; our verdict 
is that your money gives 
you a better 250 than any 
Japanese model currently 
selling here, but that the 
extra $40 or $50 mentioned 
before is needed for a good 
front knob, plastic fenders 
and a few bits and pieces. 

Bearing in mind that you 
could pick up a Suzuki 400 
for virtually the same price, 
it boils down to which 
class you want to do your 
thing in. 


SPECS. 


COOPER 250 

ENDURO MODEL 
ENGINE: Islo single-cylinder, 
piston-port two-stroke; Bore and 
Stroke: 70mm x 64mm; 
Capacity: 246.4cm3; Claimed 
power: 28 bhp at 8000 rpm; 
Carburetion: — Mikuni 32mm 
carburettor. 

DIMENSIONS: Length: 2080 
mm _(81.9 In); Height: 1060mm 
(41.7 in); Wheelbase: 1400mm 
(55.5 in); Ground clearance: 
240mm (9.4 in); Maximum width: 
850mm (33.5 ‘in); Dry_weight: 
106.6 kg (235 Ib); Tank Capacity: 
8.6, (1.8 gal). 


TRANSMISSION: Primary 
drive: Duplex chain; Clutch: 
Wet, multiplate; Gear ratios 


2 1st 2.34:1, 2nd 1.75:1, 
38:1, 4th 1.14:1, 5th 


Primary reduction: 

, Final reduction: 4.15:1. 

BRAKES: Front and rear: 
Drum, 140 mm. 

PERFORMANCE (CLAIMED) 


Top Speed: 75 mph. 

TEST BIKE SUPPLIED BY: Len 
Perry Motorcycles Ltd, 173 Great 
South Rd, Green Lane, Auckland 
5. Price: $1275. 


THE EAGIE STRIMES 


Your favourite dealer knows them. The Eagle Series Motorcycle tyres. 
For high performance road and Matorcross work. Strike now. Ask 
your favourite dealer about Eagle Series High Performance Tyres. 


PINK & COLLISON (1973) 


258 CUBA STREET 
PALMERSTON NORTH 
PHONE 883.83 


THE AMAZING 
COOPER 250cc 
Is NOW AVAILABLE 
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
SELLING AND SERVICING 
TRAIL ROAD 
AND FARM BIKES BACK US 
UP COME AND SEE IT NOW 


ADIOS SIESTA 


NO MORE LYING ABOUT IN 
THE SUN UNDER THAT 4 
FOOT WIDE GOMBRERO, 
PEONS. EL REVOLUTION IS 
HERE. 


SoH HELLO COOPER. 
‘ee 
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ROTORUA 
MOTORCYCLES LD. 


Amohau Street Rotorua Phone 89.385, A/H 89.831 


PSST! AMIGO! 
YOU WANNA BUY A GREAT BIKE. 
WE HAVE SUCH A BIKE.WE CALL IT COOPER 250cc ENDURO 


IT HAS GOT 5 SPEEDS 
AND WHAT YOU CALL ACCELERATION-HOT TOMALLIII! 


COME AND SEE IT AMIGO—WE ARE THE CENTRAL 
BAY OF PLENTY DIRT BIKE SPECIALISTS 


° coorzn 


It all began about nine 
months ago. The harsh 
morning sun forced its way 
through the thin curtains, 
dictating | was to get no 
more sleep. 

Contemplating in the 
dawn of semi-awakedness, 
there seemed little altern- 
ative but to throw — well, 
push back — the sheets 
and see what the day held 
in store. Probably not 
much more than the days, 
or weeks or months that 
had so slowly passed. 
Work, eat, sleep, more 
work, too much sleep, 
increasing boredom. 

Second cup. of coffee 
and third cigarette that 
tasted just as foul as the 
first. Tomorrow I’m not 
having one until after 
lunch. Well, maybe I'll 
feel like a puff after a later 
mid-morning coffee, 1 
added, rather weakly, 
thumbing through a beaten 
up motorcycle magazine. 

But then, turning the 
page, as if struck by some 
strange and dominating 
urge — more like the 
ciggies, though — | was 
overcome, and in a state of 
mild confusion turned to 
one of my flatmates. 

Grief! He looked and felt 
even worse than | did. | 
mean, if you go to bed with 
the strained sounds of 
James Last boring their 
way through the cracks in 
the front door you're going 
to suffer next day and, 
without taking into account 
the consequences, do 
something impulsive. 

“Hey, I'm going to buy 
another bike.” 

“Eh?” he replied 
cultured drawl. 

Incidentally, if you are 
tortured by neighbours 
with offensive tastes in 
music, read the rest of this 
paragraph. | suggest you 
take your favourite Frank 
Zappa album, place it on 
the stereo and turn the 
volume up to eight or nine. 
It doesn't really matter 
what time of the day you do 
this, and from experience 
only one side need be 
played. In the duration they 
have either taken the hint or 
called the police. 

And so it came to pass | 
bought a Honda of the 
XL350 variety. Partly 
because of the many words 
of praise I'd read in those 
glossy, ad-crammed, 
imported magazines. You 
know the words — power, 
economy, wheelstand etc. 
But it was the well run-in 
demo model | had ridden 
some months previously 
that decided the matter. 
That bike seemed to go just 
about anywhere in top 
gear. Being lazy, that 
impressed me. 

“The rats! They've sold 
me one with a mph speedo 
instead of a kph one.” What 
a way to begin a relation- 
ship with a new bike. 

The first month was 
fairly uneventful, with a 
small oll leak appearing 
around the front tappet 
cover — a nasty habit 
which still persists. 

“No parts,” mumbles the 
dealer, from above an 
office-trained stomach, 
showing all the signs of 
middle-age spread and 
good living. And so it goes 
on... 

By the time the second 
month was over It was 
beginning to seem | had 
mistakenly read ‘economy’ 
as meaning ‘fuel’, rather 
than ‘replacing broken 


ina 


-on temperatures in 


life 
with 
a lung 


by Peter Donaldson 


parts’. Lung, as it was now 
known, was developing a 
personality. 

The back tall lamp went 
with a typical showing-the- 
peasants-a-wheelstand 


trick, followed a_ short 
while later by a similar 
deed. Since then I've 


learned that extensive use 
of tape works wonders on 
broken red plastic. 

But the worst of all 
Lung’s performances 
occurred during a night 
trail sortie. Somehow | 
mistook the right turn for 
the left and eventually 
ended up facing a dilemma 
in the image of a four foot 
deep washout in the track 
and nowhere to go. 

The expression: “Lift a 
wheel in the air, Honda 
knows,” doesn’t work in 
reality. The front wheel 
flopped in and stopped, 
while | raced the back 
wheel to the other side. | 
won. 

However, as it turned 
out, | finished up better off 
than Lung. Apart from 
much hurt pride and 
scratches on my brand new 
gloves, | was quietly angry. 
But poor Lung. The front 
forks looking like a pair of 
machine-turned alloy 
bananas gave the bike a 
somewhat comical appear- 
ance. And as the ride back 
into town proved, similar 
handling characteristics. 

The steering yolk was 
found to be bent in three 
places, but has_ since 
justified its continued 
existence as microphone 
stand. The frame, bless 
Honda's crafty engineers, 
was still straight. 

It was about this time, 
too, | noticed Lung had 
taken a dislike to the 4.50 
Yoko knobbly and des- 
troyed it. All in 1200-odd 
miles. | replaced it with a 
4.00 Cheng Shin — funny 
tyre it was — and got the 
urge to enter an enduro. 

Lung was stripped in a 
valiant effort to loose 
weight. Lights, Tacho/ 
speedo, winkers (including 
wires), everything. | even 
washed and polished it. 
Lung still suffers flash- 
backs from that move. 

Within half a mile of the 
Start | had learned a couple 
of facts. Firstly, there is 
just no way an XL will out 
drag a big Husky or a YZ 
Yamaha. Secondly, fence 
posts appear rather quickly 
in the middle of a 
man-made dust storm. 

The enduro was more or 
less a 60 mile sprint Into 
the desert wilderness, over 
ant hills, through dried up 
creek beds and sand; 
turning round and repeating 
the procedure. And just to 
make it that little more 
difficult, the sun decided 
the 


mid-thirtles (centigrade, 


you fool!l), for the day's 
proceedings. 

By the halfway stage 1 
began to think | wasn’t fit, 
and ceased playing to the 
crowd — which consisted 
mainly of a few hungry 
hawks and the odd evil- 
looking goanna lizard. 

It was about this periods 
too, | acquired a respect for 
the virtues of a 250 KTM- 
Those things are mean! 

Not only do they scare 
Honda 350s in a Straight 
line, but also leave them for 
dead on corners. They're 
incredible! 

And though an XL hardly 
resembles a KTM, it was In 
this type of country that 
Lung proved itself — in the 
Japanese sense, of course. 

The rear shocks, by now 
decidedly second hand, 
made for weird handling, 
but generally all was under 
control and those long 
undulating stretches 
passed as quickly as they 
appeared. 

By the end of the event | 
knew | wasn't fit — for 
anything. Lung, apart from 
its super-stretch shocks, 
was still together — more 
than could be said for 
several other enduro bikes. 
And just to top it off, it 
seemed rather happy with 
its performance of 80 miles 
to the tank and eighth 
overall. 

Since then Lung has 
spent most of Its life 
playing the mundane role 
of everyday transport, with 
the occasional bursts of 
weekend madness. 

Now, with 4,000 miles up 
and a new fork seal, Lung 
has partially accepted the 
fact it has to have rear 
rubber and appears reason- 
ably satisfied with its third 
tyre — a 4.00 Yoko trials. 

Starting has always been 
a touchy subject. When the 
timing and associated 
parts and pieces are spot 
on it's just a matter of one 
solid kick. | emphasise the 
word solid because a 
gentle prod will usually 
result in kickback. This can 
be made worse if the front 
wheel is cocked to the 
right. Then the handlebar 
serves as a very effective 


kneecap crusher. So 
painful... 

Butit’s when it loses its 
state of tune, however 
slightly, that's when 
problems, embarassment 


and naughty words begin. 

Can anyone better 43 
kicks and a pulled leg 
muscle in an attempt to fire 
up an XL350? 

Now you can almost 
forgive a bike when it 
behaves like this in private. 
But when it insists on 
pulling such nasty capers 
in front of “friends” — who 
get some kind of warped 
Satisfaction in counting 
each kick in_ five-part 
harmony — it's time to give 
it a good talking to, thrash 
it until your anger has been 
replaced with sympathy, 
then tune it. This little 
ritual occurs at least once 
every 1,000 miles. 

Around town it is an easy 
bike to live with, but on the 
open road It has been 
known to make life uncom- 
fortable for Its rider. 

A reasonably quick hack 
of 70 miles on a roughly 
sealed country road gave 
me quite a backache, while 
the tingling vibration from 
the steel footpegs was 
enough to be annoying. 
But then it wasn't bullt for 
touring. 


Cont. on Pg. 15 


YOSHIMURA GEAR COMING 


A massive order’ of Yoshimura performance equipment 
Placed by K.J. Rew and Co. Ltd., of Wellington is expected 
to arrive in the country in six to eight weeks. 


Tony Salter, spokesman 
for the company which is 
also the national importer 
for Dunstall equipment, told 
NZMCN they will be work- 
ing in conjunction with Ross 
Hannan in Australia to act 
as Yoshimura agents for the 
whole South East Asia 
region. 

‘Pops’ Yoshimura has 
earned a world-wide reput- 
ation of being a master 
tuner and builder of 
racing four=strokes - Hondas 
and Kawasaki 900's. But 
Mr Salter said Yoshimura 
equipment is being aimed 
more and more at street 
riders and that equipment 
for most types of bikes will 
be available. 

Most Yoshimura gear is 
actually made by the Honda 
factory according to 


Yoshimura’s specifications 
but is finished by Yoshim- 
ura’s organisation. As yet, 
catalogues are not available. 
They will probably arrive at 
the same time as the 
equipment. 

lf all goes well, Rew's 
intend to set up an engin- 
eering workshop in New 
Zealand to complement the 
Yoshimura parts. 

Marlboro road race series 
could well see a full-bore 
Yoshimura bike competing. 
Rew’s are currently looking 
for extra sponsorship to 
bring the machine to this 
country from Australia, 
where it has been compet- 
ing with some success. It is 
highly likely that an 
Australian rider and mechan- 
ic will be brought over with 
the machine: 


new trialsseries 


A new trials champion- 
ship series has been set up 
between five clubs of the 
lower half of the North Is- 
land, to be called The Central 
Districts Trial Championship. 


The idea is to stimulate 
trials competition between 
reasonably close clubs with- 
out the need for excessive 
and expensive travel. 

Both A &B grade riders 
will be catered for and fields 


round at a farm property 

overlooking Titahi Bay on 

Sunday 27th July. 

Other rounds and dates are:- 

Palmerston North - Sunday 

August 17th. 

Wairarapa - Sunday Septem- 

ber 14th 

Hawkes Bay - Sunday Octob- 

er 5th. 

Wanganui - Sunday Novem- 

ber ? (date to be finalised) 
Riders best scores in four 

rounds will count, with 


AINGIADSIBAMIAIMEN 
FURNIGSUMEORISIIRIOHNS 


Auckland-based TV2 personalities Rhys Jones and Craig Little answered a challenge issued 
by the Onehunga-United club secretary David Briscoe during the TV2 St Johns Ambulance 
benefit telethon. And in so doing they collected an extra $50 for St Johns. 


of up to sixty riders are 
expected at each of the 
series’ rounds. 

The Ixion club of Welling- 
ton started with the first 


points awarded as for the 
national championship sys- 
tem i.e. 15 points for a win, 
12 for second, 10 for third, 
etc. 


ROYS CYCLE WORLD LTD. 
TAUPO 


PHONE 271 RUEPEHU STREET TAUPO 


LMVD “x $y 
ABSOLUTE s 83 THE COOPER 


250cc ENDURO 


SUPERIORITY IN ‘ 
CONTROL AND HANDLING 
FANTASTIC ACCELERATION 

WITH SUPER r 4 
WIDE TORQUE ALL 


THE WAY UPTO & 
8000 rpm 5 SPEED 
GEAR BOXTO @& 
TAKE CARE OF & 
E POWER 28 bhp 
IS HORSE POWER 
MORE THAN THE NEXT JAPANESE DIRT BIKE 


BE IN TO WIN 


GOOPER 


LEN PERRY 


173 Great South Road 
Greenlane 
Auckland Ph. 548159 


During the telethon, Mr 
Briscoe made a donation for 
the club and promised a 
further $50, if both Rhys 
and Craig would complete 
three laps of the club’s new 
moto cross course at Helen- 
sville at their July 13 meet- 
ing. 

Carl Turner, of Manukau, 
wrote in to tell us: “Both 
being good sports and brave 
guys they duly turned up 
and after being provided 
with bikes and shown the 
course, they promptly 
completed their obligation. 
They must have really en- 
joyed it because later in the 
day, during the lunch break, 
they came out again volun- 
tarily and did another three 
laps each. It isa fairly 
demanding course with an 


extremely rough steep uphill 
section and numerous bumpy 


sections which they _success- 
fully negotiated without 
once falling off. | don’t 
think they broke any lap 
records but they undoubt- 


edly proved their sincerity 
in helping a worthy cause.“ 
Rhys has actually been 
a bike enthusiast for some 
time. When he returned to 
New Zealand to take up his 
position with Channel 2 he 
lost no time in getting him- 
self a bike. One of his stop- 


ip» 


offs was Bill Russel’s Mount 
Eden Honda Centre, where 
he chose a Honda CB500. 


Rhys Jones (left) and Craig Little 
begin their three laps which net- 
ted the St Johns Ambulance 
brigade $50.00. 


COOPER 

—the only motorcycle 
thot's @ winner in Enduros 
and also tops. for 
Motocross! Aircraft quality 
materials are used aot all 
major stress points. The 
cerburetion remains clean 
and the motor powerful at 
oll helghts ond tem- 
peratures. i handles 


AGENTS:- 


PALMERSTON NORTH 
LTON 


FOUR MORE HOSSEPOWER 
THAN ANY JAPANESE ENDURO 
28 B.H.P. 


PINK & COLLINSON LTD 


HAMILTON MOTORCYCLES LTD 
ROTORUA MOTORCYCLES LTD 
TOKOROA MOTORCYCLES LTD 


ROY’S CYCLE CENTRE 


SOUTH ISLAND DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
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In this column, former double world speedway champion 
and multiple New Zealand title-winner RONNIE MOORE 


keeps NZMCN readers in touch with events at home and 
abroad. 


Australia and New Zealand World Championship Plans 


It Is sald that Australia and New Zealand will hold their 
own World Championship rounds this summer. There is a 
lot for and against this but | would like to see official 
confirmation that the rounds are going to be held. | know 
the Aussies are serious as they have applied for the 1978 
World Final to be held at the Liverpool Speedway, Sydney. 


The New Zealand situa- 
tion would Involve having 
roundsat Templeton Speed- 
way, Christchurch and 
Western Springs, Auckland 
with 16 riders at each 
meeting. 

At the same time across 
the Tasman, Australia will 
be running its rounds 
which finish with the 
Australian Final at the 
beginning of February. 
From this meeting the top 
eight qualifiers will come 
across to New Zealand for 
the Australasian Final at 
Western Springs on 
February 28th. They will be 
joined by the top eight New 
Zealand riders who have 
qualified through the New 
Zealand rounds. 

From the meeting at the 
Springs, the top five points 
scorers qualify direct to the 
Inter-Continental Final,- 
which in 1976 will be held 


at Wembley Stadium 
London. 

For the New Zealand 
public this is a great 


occasion, But think of the 
riders a little. For the boys 
who live in New Zealand it 
will be terrific, but what 
about our boys who race in 
England? Some of them 
have families with them 
and go over there planning, 
because of the cost of 
travel, to stay there for a 
few years before returning 
home. If these riders want 
to have a go at the World 
Championships then they 
will have to come home. 
And for a meeting of this 
Calibre they will need to 
bring their best bikes. 
There Is a lot for and 
against this idea. | think | 
will wait until everything 
becomes official before | 
comment further. 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


ROUNDS 
Polish star Zenon Plech 
Scraped through to the 


European Final by winning 
@ four man run-off for the 
last qualifying place in the 
Continental Final at Lenin- 
Qrad, Russia, 

Plech, originally elimin- 
ated In the qualifying 
founds but reinstated when 
fellow countryman Zenon 

Irbaniec dropped out of 
the Continental Semi-Final 


_ Joins three other Poles and 


four Russians In the 
European Final, where they 


will meet Ivan Mauger and 
the rest of the boys who 
qualified from the recent 
Inter-Continental Final in 
Gothenburg, Sweden. 

Edward Jancarz (Poland) 
won the Leningrad meeting 
with 12 points. The two 
Russian Gordeev brothers 
came through and were 
joined by fellow Soviets 
Viktor Kalmykov and 
veteran Viktor Trofimov. 
Marek Cieslak and Henry 
Glucklich were the other 
successful Poles. 

BRITISH WORLD CHAMP- 
JONSHIP SEMI FINALS — 
LEICESTER. 

This round went accord- 
ing to expectations, with 
all the recognised riders 
winning through to the 
British Final at Coventry. 
From this meeting the 
riders win a place direct to 
the World Final at Wembly. 
Martin Ashby of Swindon, 
on one of the new 
four-valve Weslake motors 
was the top qualifier at 
Leicester. 


Qualifiers: Ashby 15, 
Simmons 14, Kilby 11, 
McMillan 10, Kennett 10, 
Louis 10, Wyer 9, C, 
Morton 8. 
SHEFFIELD 


Ray Wilson the Leicester 
captain won this round 
from fellow team-mate 
Dave Jessup. A run-off was 
staged between three riders 
to determine the last two 
qualifiers. Twenty-two year 
old Carl Glover, in his first 
season in the senior 
division, beat Chris Pusey 
and Nigel Boocock, which 
puts Nigel Boocock in 
reserve at his home track, 
Coventry, for*the British 
Final. 

QUALIFIERS 

Wilson 15, Jessup 13, 
Collins 11, D. Morton 11, 
Wilkinson 10, Davey 9, 
Glover 8, Pusey 8. 

Incidentally, C. Morton 
from the Leicester round 


and D. Morton from the 
Sheffield round are 
brothers. 


DRUG RULING NEEDED 
Dope tests for athletes 
and footballers have gained 
plenty of publicity In recent 
times and the topic Is now 
being discussed quite freq- 
uently in speedway circles. 
Riders don't actually under- 
go a test In England but In 


USA they quite often are 
required to give urine 
samples. One rider has 


. already been ‘caught’ but 


there is nothing in the 
regulations, in USA or 
here, to cover this point. A 
distinct ruling should be 
made for riders taking pills 
or stimulants. As well as 
being a fool to himself he is 
endangering other riders. 


GOLDEN HELMET MATCH 
RACE 

Phil Crump (Australia) 
beat Ole Olsen (Denmark) 
2-0 in the first leg at 
Newport, which is Crump's 
home track. But Olsen 
returned the favour beating 
Crump 2-0 at his track, 
Wolverhampton. The run- 
off will be held at a neutral 
track, Kings Lynn. Results 
in my next bulletin. 


JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
OF BRITISH ISLES. 


A_ sick motor which 


finally gave out and caused 
him to come off only yards 
from the chequered flag, 
favourite, 


cost odds-on 


t 


eo 


Joey Owen the Junior 
Championship. Joey had 
won his first four rides in 
the fastest times of the 
meeting. Eastbourne team 
partners; Neil Middleditch 
and Steve Weatherley, had 
a run-off for first place, 
which was won by Middle- 
ditch. Then Joey Owen had 
to borrow a bike to win a 
three man run-off for third 


ENGLAND V SWEDEN 

A five match series 
between Sweden — and 
England is to be held in 
England this month. The 
tracks involved will be 
Poole, Leicester, Hackney, 
Kings Lynn and Belle Vue. 


BARRY BRIGGS 

| was talking to Barry on 
the phone recently; He is 
back on his damaged foot 
and has started riding 
again. He had a nasty 
shock in his first meeting 
at Wimbledon though. He 
went out for his fourth ride 
and his throttle stuck wide 
open. With a speedway 
bike that does not have 


t 


brakes or gearbox, there is 
only one thing to do on an 
occasion like this — drop 
the bike onto the track as 
quickly as possible. Every- 
thing turned out ok for 
Barry and his foot stood up 
to the crash. 


U.S.A. 

Plans for running League 
Racing in America have 
fallen through for the time 
being. It should have 
started last month with 
four tracks, Los Angeles, 
Orange County, Northern 
California and Seattle. 

Harry Oxley, the prom- 
oter of Costa Mesa, said it 
was being started a couple 
of years too early. Harry 
could be right but Costa 
Mesa is still attracting 
sell-out crowd. Three new 
tracks have opened this 
year, which means that 
within a very short driving 
distance of Los Angeles, 
there are seven tracks, 
which makes for a nice 
league set up. 


= 


All the riders huddle inside the pits as the rain pours down for 60 minutes at the Inter Continental final, 


Gothenburg. 


One model 
One size 


You can believe it, too, 
what 2 Wheels said; that the 
Cooper is the best handling enduro around. 


No hassels with spares, 


HAMILTON MOTORCYGLES LTD. 


161 London St., Ph 83471 Hamilton 
FOR COOPER SAILES & SERVICE IN THE WAIKATO 


actually deal with the boss. 


L.M.V.D. 


The small scene, where the boys are the owners, and you can 


Thats a couple of reasons why we sell Coopers. Another is the importer. Len Perry is not 
a man to import the run-of-the-mill Jap dirt bike. 
We don't think he ever will. Like the type of guy who buys a Cooper, he’s a perfectionist 
and too solf-demanding for anything less, 
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HONDA SPARES 
For All Models up to 100cc 
Prompt Mail Order Service 
RONNIE MOORE 
843 Colombo Street Christchurch 
Telephone 50182 


—E Kawasaki 


Prompt Mail Order Service 
Try Us For Hard To Get Parts 


NORJO MOTORS 


239 Riecarton Rd Christchurch 4 
Telephone 43-493 L.M.V.D. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


76K. 1314 Konis to suit all Suzuki 
road bikes. Complete units. ONLY 


‘$48.00 pr (Springs included). 


PLUS ‘76F 1358 Latest heavy 
duty Koni for forward mounting. 
13% “ long. $80.00 pr. 

We also have the largest range of 
Koni” shocks and springs in New 
Zealand. 


Write to us for full information on 
KONIS for your bike. 


CALLENDER MOTOR 
CYCLES, 

93 St Aubyn Street, 

New Plymouth, Ph 84696 


Distributed by: 


LAURIE 
SUMMERS 
ACCESSORIES 


55 Upper Queen Street, 
Auckland 1 
St. Asaph St, Ch tohurch 


sports beg 


commentary <= 


MULLER AGAIN 


The Papakura Club had a 
fine but cold day for thelr 
first beach meeting of the 
1975/76 season at Karlo- 
tahi. 

Something of an experi- 
mental meeting, it was run 
In an anticlockwise direc- 
tlon and featured straights 
of one kilometer length. 

Dave Muller proved that 
he doesn't care which way 
the meetings are run by 
cleaning up In all four 
events. With his Honda 
now running on Methanol 
fuel it was nearly as quick 
as Forrest Cardon's big Eso 
J.A.P. In fact the J.A.P. 
was the only bike that 
could get near the Honda 
but Cardon was obviously 
not very happy on the 
turns, where he lost a lot of 
ground. 

Road racer Graeme 
Crosby arrived with a very 
standard-looking 750 
Suzuki, complete with road 
tyres, and scored three very 
good third places, at one 
stage in the third race he 
hung onto Forrest Cardon 
on his Eso for three or four 
laps. 

In the third race, Peter 
Clarkson disappeared 
completely in a cloud of 
spray as he rode through 
the wash from a freak wave. 
As these sort on situations 
were to become more 
frequent as the tide rose, 
the meeting finished after 
the fourth race. 

Its: [All races 5 laps): 

4 —D. Muller, Honda CR 
1; _P. Clarkson, Kawasaki 
, 2; G. Crosby, Suzuki 750, 3. 
Race 2 — Muller, 1; G. 
Williams, Kawasaki 750, 
Clarkson, Honda My/CR250, 3. 

Race 3 — Muller, 1; F. Cardon, 
ES0500, 2; Crosby, 3. 

Race 4 — Muller, 1; Cardon, 2; 
Crosby, 3. 

INTER-CLUB WEEK ENDS 


Members of the Thames 
Valley club recently paid a 
visit to the Whangarei club 
for a week end and by all 
accounts the occasion was 
a resounding success. A 
sporting trial was held on 
the Saturday, followed bya 
social in the evening. The 
next day a moto cross was 
held, in fine weather ona 
muddy course. A good 
crowd turned up to watch 


D. Gill win the main event, 
a 20-minute open scratch 
race. 

Inter-club activity of this 
kind is well worth 
developing and Is just the 
sort of thing to jolt aclub 
out of its mid-winter 
lethargy. 

NELSON ENDURO 


Colin Bower, aboard a 
Suzuki TM 400, won the 
Nelson club's Pepin Island 
enduro. Bower completed 
the 44-mile event, which 
was held In extremely steep 
and rugged country, within 
the alloted time of 26 
minutes per 11-mile lap 
while runner up Paul Swift 
(Honda XL 350) lost four 
points. Veteran Bob Cooke 
was third. Scott Field, ona 
Bultaco 175, lost four 
points to win the 0-200cc 
class, which was set a time 
schedule of 30 minutes per 
lap. Approximately 25 
people took part in the 
event. 

KWAKA FOR GARRY 
TURNER 


Well-known Auckland road 
racer Garry Turner should 
have a very quick 750 
Kawasaki for next season. 
Being built by Dave Turner, 
the machine has a fairly 
standard motor; the 
emphasis at the moment is 
being laid on sorting the 
handling. 

Also in Dave's workshop is 
his twin-engined dragster 
— up to 1500cc,-now and: 
supercharged. Dave hopes 
to get into the nines next 
season. 


In a cornerof the workshop 
a650cc Triumph beach 
racer is being built. Wonder 
what Dave does with his 
Spare time? 

NEW CR250's 


Beach expert Dave Muller 
had the latest Blue Wing 
Honda CR250 in his 
workshop fora little detail 
tuning recently. Dave 

the engine produces more 
bottom end power than his 
CR250 and the frame 
seems to have been the 
factory's main target for 


- alteration, with beefed up 


swing arm and altered piyot 
points. Known as the 
CR250M1, it has been 


Harley-Davidson 


New SX:175 


A full range of Harley Davidsons is available 


HUTT MOTORCYCLE CENTRE 


82 Victoria St. Lower Hutt 
(Under Ewen Bridge) Ph: 661-487 


erceded in Europe by 
the CR250m2. Blue Wing 
cannot give a firm date as 
to when new models will be 
available but it will not be 
for some time yet and wi 
probably be the cR250m2. 


IMO STAYS 
CT ian New Zealand 
speedway rider, Fred Tim- 
mo, is giving British speed- 
way a miss this season. 


He is still recovering from. 
r SS 


way through the last North- - 


a broken thigh which put 
him out of the racing half- 


ern season. a. 

Fred still has a steefpin 
in his thigh which will be 
removed within the next few 
weeks. 

During his ‘enforced’ stay 
Fred is working at Dave 
Whitaker’s motor cycle shop, 
Hastings. He will probably 
ride locally to keep his hand 
in before returning to his 
Oxford club next season. 

Fred has ridden first 
division for Oxford for 
eight years. 


POWER TO WGTN 
Hamilton-based national 
trials co-champion Greg 
Power has been transferred 
to Wellington and should 
be making his presence 

felt around the capital some 
time this month. Greg, 

a cook with the RNZAF 

at Whenuapai air base, 
Auckland, has been prom- 
oted to corporal at the 
same time. 


lit tas 
NELSON TRIAL TO SWIFT 


Motueka’s Paul Swift gave 
an indication of things to 
come when he won the 
Nelson club's trial on the 
week end before the 
second round of the 
national trials 
championships at 
Palmerston North. 


Swift, riding a Suzuki, lost 
only seven points around 
the 33 sections, five of 
them coming froma 
mid-section fall up an icy 
bank early in the trial. 


Bob Cooke (Suzuki) lost 12 
points for second place 
while Colin Bower made it 
a hat-trick for Suzuki by 
coming in third, having lost 
27 points. 


Scott Field, competing in 
only his second trial, 
finished fourth, losing 51 
points on his Bultaco, 


LINTOTT WINS 
MANAWATU TRIAL 
Penalty points 
thick and Mast In the 
Manawatu Orion club's 
final trials champlonship 


For GODS SRKE VINCE, 


DONT CORNER SO 


CLose TO THE LAMP-posts |! 


meeting of the 1974/75 
season. 
Due to the wet condit- 


lons many sections 
became virtually imposs- 
Ible to conquer after a 
couple of laps, especially 
the steep hillside sections. 

After holding the 
monstrous challenge Cup 
for many years Denny 
Turnbull handed it to 
Wanganui’s Peter Lintott to 
take care of for a year. 
Promising young rider 
Kevin Pinfold won the Perry 
Cup for runner up after a 
battle with Trevor Rono- 
wicz. 

Results: A. Grade P. Lintott, 
Yamaha, 130 points lost, K. 
Pinfold, Montesa, 145 points 
lost, 2; D. Turnbull, Ossa, 176 
points lost, 3; 

B. Grade: O. Poad, Honda, 1; 
J. Lory, Ossa, 2; P. Van 
Dingenen, Montesa, 3. 


COTTINGHAM CUP 
SERIES 


The second round of the 
Papakura Club's Cotting- 
ham cup trials series was 
held at Rama Rama on 
Sunday July 6. 

Winner Peter Grinter 
(Ossa) rode consistently to 
win by nine points from 
Trevor Clist (Suzuki) with 
Stuart Marshal (Bultaco) a 
further eight points behind 
in third place. 

The track itself gave the 
riders a good selection of 
rocks, tree roots and mud 
sections. : 

The Cottingham Cup is 
decided over three rounds, 
with the points lost in each 
trial belng added together. 
Leading after two rounds is 
Trevor Clist with a total of 
81 marks lost. Peter Martin 
finished fourth in the 
second round on his Ossa, 
(89) is second and Cedric 
Stone (Yamaha, 103) is 
lying third. 

Results: P. Grinter, OSSA250, 
31 marks lost, 1; T. Clist, Suzuki 
RL250, 40 marks lost, 2; S. 
Marshall, Bultaco 325, 48 marks 
lost, 3; P. Martin, OSSA 250, 56 
marks lost, 4; C. Swanson, 
OSSA 250, 58 marks lost, 5; C: 
aoe Yamaha TY250, 58 marks 
lost. 


NEIL HARRIS WINS 
BRANDIES CUP TRIAL 
In a very close result, 

Neil Harris (Ossa) won the 
Brandies Cup trial from 
Paul Symons (Ossa) by just 
one mark. 

The observed sections of 
the trial were dotted about 
the peninsular beneath the 
2YA radio masts at Titahi 
Bay. This property has 
long been noted for its 
unique and craggy rock 
formations on the Sea shore. 
* However, this area of land 
has just about every type 
of observed hazard to test 
the skills of a trials rider. 

Warwick Young, who 
started the trial well, had 
an off-form day and found 
himsalf closely matched by 


Dallas Mulholland, another 
visitor for the day from 
Hastings. 

Results: A-grade - N. Harris,Ossa, 
11 points lost, 1; P. Symons, 
Ossa, 12,2; W. Young, Ossa,30,3. 
Begrade: . Aubrey Suzuki,63,1; 
B,Waugh, Yamaha,65,2; J.Dyer, 
Yamaha,73,3. 


GRANT APPLIED FOR 


The Napier Motor Racing 
club recently boughta 
block of land on which it 
hopes to build a complex 
consisting of hall, 
clubrooms and storage 
space for equipment. The 
club has applied to the 
Minister of Recreation and 
Sport fora grant to help 
finance the scheme, which 
raised the question — how 
many other clubs have 
applied for grants and how 
many have been approved? 
We'd be interested to hear. 


LIFEWITH A_ LUNG 
Cont. from Pg. 12 


On a decent length of 
road it's possible to coax 
the beastie past the 90mph 
mark and off the speedo. 
How accurate the speedo is 
at that speed | don’t know. 
Though remarkably stable, 
even with trials tyres and a 
nervous rider, Lung gives 
the impression of not being 
happy for anything but the 
odd burst at this speed. 

So that’s about it. Lung 
has some funny habits, 
some downright annoying 


LEN 
PERRY 
MOTOR 
CYCLES 
[70 


173 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE, AUCKLAND 


Phone 548159 
NZ distributor for 


BELL. 


HELMETS 


Try us for... 

HARD TO GET PARTS 
SPEEDWAY J.A.P. SPARES 
VILLIERS SPARES (including 
new engines) 

HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS 
{including belts) 

NORTON MANX— SOME 
PARTS UP TO 1958 

AMC SPARES UP TO 1964 
NORTON COMMANDO NEW 
AND USED SPARES 
VINCENT SPARES — NEW 
ZEALAND DISTRIBUTOR 


ALSO 
SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES 


< 


ones. But it has given me 
Mostly good times. And 
while it may not be the 
fastest, the best handling, 
or even the most comfort- 
able. machine in the vast 
350 class, it has character, 
And if a bike doesn't 
possess character, what 
has it got going for it? 


Ixion Enduro 

2 Cont. from Pa. 7 
mix-up, Frank was never 
included in the results. He 
wasn't very pleased about 
that. 

When everything was 
over and the result showed 
that the awards system had 
been a little strict, it was 
decided that gold, silver 
and bronze medals would 
be awarded anyway. Eight 
gold, six silver and eight 
bronze medals were to be 
struck and although 
Wellington riders _domin- 
ated the golds, Charlton 
from Palmerston North and 
Bob Jackson of Auckland, 
the Maramarua organiser, 
finished up in the leading 
eight. Jackson's perform- 
ance was particularly merit- 
orious considering he was 
riding a Honda 125. Mind 
you, | hear tell it's not the 
usual run-of-the-mill SL 
125. 

Charlton’s Husqvarna 
400 was the _ noisiest 
recorded by the decibel 
meter during the speed 
section. It registered 98 
decibels. Chris Giles, who 
was the top silver medal 


earner, scored 96 db, because 
of his expansion chamber 
exhaust, along with Robin 
Humphreys’ Suzuki 250. 


Phil Thompson's win 
against some of the cream 
of the country's enduro 
riders ranks him right up 
there at the top, especially 
considering he also won 
the Maramararua enduro 
earlier this year. 

The Ixion number two 
team won the team prize 
from Auckland's number 
one and with the retirement 
of Janine Mitchell the 
Ladies award was uncon- 
tested. 

For Team NZMCN, this 
was a first excursion into 
off-road competition. The 
bikes loaned to us by 
Whites and Frank Boyle's 
had gone exceedingly well 
and neither had given the 
slightest hint of trouble. 
We're all fired up about it 
so you can bet it won't be 
the last! 


Results: P. Thompson, 
Yamaha TY 250, 15 points lost, 1; 
D. Black, Yamaha TY 250, 15, 2; 
B. Rogers, Suzuki 400, 27, 3; N. 
Harris, Ossa 250, 4; G. Gill, 
Suzuki 400, 5; M. Charlton, 
Husqvarna 400, 6; B. Jackson, 
Honda 125, 7; J. Sutherland, 
Yamaha 360, 8. The above 
received gold medals. First team: 
Ixion Number 2. 125cc class: B. 
Jackson, |. Over 126cc class: P. 
Thompson, 1. 


KAWASAKI 
RE 


CENT) 


KAWASAKI 
MAIL ORDER 


SPARES 
ANT ATTENTION 


ing you need for your Kawasaki receives same day 
service, huge range of stocks. 

ELLICE STREET, WELLINGTON / City side opp- 

osite Basin Reserve. 


INS 


Any 


FOR SALE 


FOR SALE 

Yamaha Trail bike 100cc 1973 
$400.00, This is an excellent be- 
ginners bike in great condition. 
Phone David Hall 50538 work 
769162 home Wellington. 


FOR SALE 

H1 Kawasaki 500 Cafe Racer. 
Full racing fairing, rear set foot 
rests, brake pedal, gear change. 
American J & R performance 
exhaust system. Clip on H/bars, 
Girling units. TT100's. A very 
eye catching machine. $1630, 
phone Warwick, Wgtn, 661487 
(bus). 

FOR SALE 

Kawasaki 750, late ‘72, 8500 
miles, excellent condition. 
Spares available. Only $1200. 
Phone Dave Anderson, Napier 
36025 or write 1 Rutherford Rd 
NAPIER. 

FOR SALE 

Honda 750 parts for sale. R/T 
camshaft, alternators, points 
assembly with advance, discs, 
calipers, forks, yolks, compelete 
| alloy 16" front wheels, petrol 
tank, rear wheel complete, swing 
arm, Chromed carbs, Also CB 
750 motor complete. Phone 
Gary, Wellington 51309, 

FOR SALE 

Cafe Honda 950 for sale, Too 
many mods to list. Finance 
available. $2000. Phone Gary 
Goodyer, Wellington 51309, 


FOR SALE 

Trident T150V motor with 
carbs, frame and front wheel, 
Kawasaki ZI slightly damaged. 
Less motor and front brake 
assembly. 

Complete H2 Kawasaki motor 
with carbs. 

Yamaha DT2 MX 250 

Yamaha YZ 360 

Yamaha TY 250B. 

WRITE: JossTims Motor Cycles, 
61 Church Street, 

Timaru. Phone 3961 Working 
hours 84110 After hours. 

FOR SALE 

Suzuki TR 250, ex Ron Grant, 
very quick and reliable, new 
paint job, excellent condition, a 
real bargain at $600.00, Phone 
6698 Feilding. 

FOR SALE 

Peter Boyle’s Suzuki RH250, 
Phone Watn 660599 (bus). 
FOR SALE 


Yamaha TRD3. CDI_ingnition. Konis. 


TZ fairing. Rubber mounted engine. 
$1250 o.n.0. See it at Bob Haldane 
M/C's Manukau Rd. Phone 601-369, 
some spares. AUCKLAND. 

NOW WRECKING i 
Suzuki 380; GT250; 250 Twin; 

150; 125 Twin; TS90; 50cc. 
Yamaha DT3; CT3; RD; R5; 

L2G; GS3E; 

Honda SL350; CB100; 90cc. 

Plus many more bits and pieces. 
HAMILTON MOTORCYCLES 
LTD., LMVD, 161 London St, 
Phone 83471. 


WANTED 
Suzuki or Yamaha 250 road 


HONDA 
A BETTER DEAL 
FROM A 
BETTER DEALER 


* BEST INSURANCE We challenge 


EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 


No 11N 
AUCKLAND 


you to better our rates. 


BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best. 


BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 
Warranty 


BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
lowest charge out rate in 
Auckland 


BEST TRADE-INS Come and 
haggle @ price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining. 


20 Jellicoe Rd Panmure 
Ph 574-723 576-721 


facer. Price and details to 
RobertAnderson, 1 Rutherford 
Rd NAPIER. 

WANTED 

Suzuki T.M. 125 or Honda C.R. 
125. Write to A. Burrell, 8 
Dinwiddie Ave, Napier. Ph 32001. 


Used Motor 
Cycle Parts 


Honda CB360G 
Honda CB350 
Honda 500 - 4 
Kawasaki H1 

BSA A65 

Triumph 650 (late) 
Triumph Daytona 
Honda 90 

Honda 50 cub 
Kawasaki F6 
Kawasaki A7 twin 
Jawa 175 

Suzuki S32 
Yamaha 100 
Yamaha 50 
Largest range of used 
parts in Wellington. 
Write or call, Used Motor 
Cycle Parts, 50 Abel 
Smith Street, Wgtn. 
Phone 51309. 


NOW WRECKING 


SUBSCRIBE T0 
MOTO 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
THE FAMOUS 


JAWAS 
mu GZ 


Than most major 
competitors 


Yes, the Jawa 350 cc bike is 
a value machine built with 
the same technology that 
has gained eleven 
consecutive wins for Jawa at 
the International Six Days 
Trials. 


Jawa 350 cc $840 
For all the right reasons 


From the same stable comes 
the Moto-cross World 
Championship bred CZ 
bikes, proud holders of the 
“Motor Cycle of the Year” 
title awarded by the F,I.M. in 
Waly, 1974, 


CZ 175 cc Trall $685 
For all the right reasons 


Distributed by: 
Otanuhu, Auckland 


For Detalls: Contact your 
local vawa/CZ dealer. 


